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The Lora in  County  Metropol i tan  Park  D ist r ic t  was  estab l ished  in  1957 by  the  Lora in 
County  Probate  Cour t .  Under  the  prov is ions  of  Chapter  1545 of  the  Ohio  Rev ised 
Code ,  Lora in  County  Metro  Parks  is  a  spec ia l  d is t r ic t  operat ing  as  a  separate 
po l i t ica l  subdiv is ion  of  the  State  of  Oh io .  The  Metro  Parks  prov ide  res idents  wi th 
the  preser vat ion  of  open  space ,  conser vat ion ,  educat ion  and  outdoor  recreat ion 
programs and  fac i l i t ies . 

Funding  for  the  Metro  Parks  is  prov ided  pr imar i ly  by  a  1 .6  mi l l  countywide  proper ty 
tax  levy.  Other  sources  of  income inc lude  grants ,  g i f ts  and  bequests  a long  wi th  fees 
generated  f rom the  Forest  H i l ls  Go l f  Course ,  Sp lash  Zone ,  Mi l le r  Nature  Preser ve , 
Amherst  Hea l thPlex  and  fac i l i ty  renta ls .
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The Board of Park Commissioners 
is responsible for policy and fiscal 
oversight. The Director/Secretary is 
responsible for the daily management 
of the Metro Parks. The Lorain County 
Metro Parks staff is comprised of 75 
full-time and 17 year-round, part-
time employees, supplemented by up 
to 291 seasonal staff members in the 
summer months. Seventeen members 
of the Metro Parks’ ranger staff are 
certified Ohio Peace Officers. The 
rangers are responsible for public 
safety in the Metro Parks and are 
also assigned park maintenance 
and supervisory duties. Other staff 
members maintain ties and conduct 
educational programming and special 
event activities in the park district.

Lorain County Metro Parks is governed by a three-member Board of Park Commissioners, 
who are appointed by the Lorain County Probate Court Judge and serve without pay.
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fRienDs of tHe MetRo paRks in loRain county
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75
10

17
17
291

seventy-five 
full-tiMe eMployees
ten 
nAturAlists

seventeen 
seRvice RangeRs
seventeen
PArt-tiMe eMPloYees
two HunDReD ninety-one
seasonal eMployees

The  ent i re  Met ro  Parks  team 
cons is ts  o f  fu l l - t ime ,  par t - t ime , 
and  seasona l  employees  a long 
w i th  our  immense  vo lunteer 
popu la t ion .

Vo lunteer  Suppor t  i s  an 
essent ia l  e lement  to  the 
success  o f  the  Met ro 
Parks .  Over  the  past  year, 
571  vo lunteers  donated 
20 ,004  hours  o f  the i r 
t ime  to  the  Met ro  Parks .

cascaDe PArk
•   RotaRy Pl aygRound ConstRuCted  •

•   Renovations to CentRal aRea and Pl ay aRea ComPle ted  •

•   PaRk oPened to the PubliC  af teR Ribbon-Cut ting CeRemony  •

noRtH coast inlAnd trAil
•   Paving seCtion fRom baiRd Road to gReen Road undeRway  •

•   ConstRuCtion of huR-u.s.  Route 20  bikeway ComPle ted  •
(Three  mi les  of  asphal t  shared  path  on  the  nor th  s ide  of  U .S .  Route  20  f rom State  Route 

60  to  County  L ine  [Green]  Road ,  inc lud ing  dra inage ,  grad ing ,  s ign ing  and  st r ip ing)

veRMilion RiveR reservAtion
•   install ation of baCon woods Pl aygRound  •

(Th is  pro ject  was  made poss ib le  by  the  award ing  of  50% match ing  funds 
f rom the  2018 D ist r ic t  Market  Deve lopment  Grant  that  was  approved  by 

the  Lora in  County  Board  of  Commiss ioners)

kopf fAMilY reservAtion
•   RePaving of amouR Road tRail   •

Black RiveR bikewAY
•   Ph ase 3a (CRomwell tRail  in  loRain)  ComPle ted  •

•   Ph ase 4C (thRough CasCade and ely wood PaRks)  ComPle ted  •



 
$4,388,374.81
$1,566,533.35

$91,897.88
$116,572.63
$814,290.72

$84,892.97
$1,595,052.39

$130,782.34
$97,410.56
$19.784.91

$347,024.87
$127,906.03

$1,045,894.21
$3,538,292.71
$2,540,658.15

$16,505,368.53

•  metRo PaRks faCility use Room and PRogRams  •
PRogRam/faCilit y     ReseRvations     at tendanCe
Requested  Programs 
Publ ic  Programs

Senior  C i t izen  Bus  Tours
French  Creek  Theatre
Hal loween Fa i r
Hol iday  L ights

Amherst  Beaver  Creek
Amherst  Hea l thPlex
Black  R iver  Reser vat ion
Car l is le  V is i tor  Center
Cascade  Park
Char lemont  Reser vat ion
Columbia  Reser vat ion
Forest  H i l ls
French  Creek  Nature  Center
Ind ian  Hol low Reser vat ion
Kopf  Fami ly  Reser vat ion
Lakev iew Park
Mi l le r  Nature  Preser ve
Sandy  R idge  (Johnson Wet land  Center )  
Schoepf le  Garden
Splash  Zone
Vermi l ion  R iver  Reser vat ion  (Mi l l  Ho l low)
Wel l ington  Reser vat ion

total

Revenue
Property Tax

Interest on Investments

Schoepfle Trust

Grants

Mitigations

Fees and Charges

Forest Hills Golf Course

Lakeview Park

Amherst HealthPlex

Miller Nature Preserve

North Star Preserve

Splash Zone

French Creek Theatre

total Revenue

Taxes
Fees/Grants/Trust/Int
Income/Misc

Personnel
Operations
Donations
Capial
Land

exPendituRes
Salaries
Employee Fringe Benefits
Supplies
Programs
Materials
Repairs/Rentals
Utilities/Service
Advertising/Displays/Printing
Projects
Seminars/Training
Equipment
Designated Donations
Land Acquisition
Capital Improvements/Contracts
Grants/Misc

total exPendituRes

76
1,941

141
51

N/A
N/A

366
273
336
546

44
7

22
N/A
132

83
2

384
98

 197
105
256
564
179

5,803

3,112
89,464

2 ,912
5 ,274

20 ,618
19 ,972

15 ,671
6 ,693

20 ,929
26 ,306

2 ,013
500
578

17 ,753
6 ,394
3 ,844

21
16 ,886

1 ,442
7 ,601
1 ,360
3 ,115

30 ,861
9 ,340

312,659
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pRogRaMs & visitoRs 
f r o M  t h e  Y e A r  2 0 1 8

•  metRo PaRks day-use visitoRs  •
Amherst Beaver Creek Reservation
Amherst HealthPlex
Black River Reservation
Caley Reservation
Carlisle Reservation
Cascade Park (Closed to public for renovations)

Columbia Reservation
Forest Hills Golf Course
French Creek Reservation
Indian Hollow Reservation

Kipton Reservation
Lakeview Park
Miller Nature Preserve
North Coast Inland Trail
North Star Preserve (Henry’s Barn)
Sandy Ridge Reservation
Schoepfle Garden
Splash Zone
Vermilion River Reservation
Wellington Reservation

total

128 ,378
165 ,121
237 ,014

8 ,290
157 ,016

0
111 ,512
193 ,940
233 ,522
136 ,105

18 ,300
972 ,905

97 ,472
31 ,196

4 ,744
105 ,338
108 ,126
295 ,029
350 ,770

89 ,922

3,444,697

financials 
f r o M  t h e  Y e A r  2 0 1 8

 
$10,467,369.76

$33,222.32

$251,377.60

$2,544,798.15

$50,000.00

$1,017,667.23

$247,087.50

$56,119.01

$630,075.52

$89,913.84

$43,275.00

$770,350.60

$78,978.99

$16,280,235.52

$10,467,369.76
$3,897,065.30
$1,915,800.46

$5,954,908.16
$3,297,709.27

$127,906.03
$6,078,950.86
$1,045,894.21

64%
24%
12%

36%
20%

1%
37%

6%

TAXES
PErSonnEl

fEES/grAnTS/TrUST/inT
oPErATionS

incomE/miSc
DonATionS

cAPiTAl lAnD
ohio revised code Section 1545.08 requires that park districts periodically publish a report to the citizens summarizing the district’s activities. This report 
is intended to fulfill this requirement. Other reports regarding specific programs or facilities are available annually. If you have any questions concerning this 
publication, please contact lorain county metro Parks at (440) 458-5121. Unless otherwise noted, numbers in this report were accurate as of January 1, 2019.
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